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Judges 6:1 - 8:34

The Midianites, their allies, and their large herds next dominated the rebellious Israelites. Even after God’s rescue through Deborah and celebrating her song of praise, the people drifted back into sin during forty years of peace and prosperity. Midian drove them out of peace and prosperity all the way to the caves of the mountains. When they called for help, God sent them a prophet. The prophet’s name is unknown, but his message had little hope. Israel had repaid God’s love with rebellion. By their disobedience, they had forfeited any right to claim God’s help. But God did help them because the Old Testament, like the New, is the story of God’s grace as well as His justice.

The visit of the Angel of the Lord (6:11-24) is one example of why most scholars agree that references to “the angel of the Lord” in the Old Testament refer to the pre-incarnate Christ. Reading the account leaves little doubt as to who the angel was.

We see the extent of Israel’s rebellion on the property of Gideon’s own father, though his reaction to the mob seeking Gideon’s death seems to show that he, at least, recognized his sin and repented.


It’s interesting to compare Gideon’s request for a sign from God and the Pharisees’ demand for a sign from Jesus. The sin of the Pharisees was not that they asked God for a sign, but that they were challenging Jesus to prove that He was the Christ. They did not believe in Him nor were they seeking to believe, but only to trap and destroy Him. Gideon was more like the man who said to Jesus, “Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief.”  Motive is the defining factor in these very different incidents. 

Gideon was allowed only 300 of the finest fighting men of Israel so that there would be no doubt as to who really defeated the enemy. Yet, as soon as he died, the people again, “played the harlot”. 


There is much, much more to say about Gideon and his time as judge of Israel, but no room in this short commentary. Gideon’s is a great story full of messages for us; and a great topic for your group Bible study.
